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have been told in the same time; it is, therefore, at least millions to one,
that the reporter of a miracle tells a lie.
The story of the whale swallowing Jonah, though a whale is large
enough to do it, ton-dors greatly on the marvellous; but it would have
approached nearer to the idea of mirade, if Jonah had swallowed the
whale. In this, which may serve for all cases of miracles, the matter
would decide itself, as before stated, namely, is it more probable that a
man should have swallowed a whale or told a lie.
But supposing that Jonah had really swallowed the whale, and gone
with it in his belly to Ninevah, and to convince the people that it was
true, have cast it up in their sight, of the full length and size of a whale,
would they not have believed him to have been the devil, instead of a
prophet? or, if the whale had carried Jonah to Ninevah, and cast him up
in the same public manner, would they not have believed the whale to
have been the devil, and Jonah one of his imps.
The most extraordinary of all the things called miracles, related in the
New Testament, is that of the devil flying away with Jesus Christ, and
carrying him to the top of a high mountain; and to the top of the highest
pinnacle of the temple, and showing him and promising to him all the
kingdoms oj the world. How happened it that he did not discover Amer-
ica; or is it only with kingdoms that his sooty highness has any interest?
I have too much respect for the moral character of Christ, to believe
that he told this whale of a miracle himself: neither is it easy to account
for what purpose it could have been fabricated, unless it were to impose
upon the connoisseurs of miracles, as is sometimes practised upon the
connoisseurs of Queen Anne's far things, and collectors of relics and
antiquities; or to render the belief of miracles, ridiculous, by outdoing
miracles, as Don Quixotte outdid chivalry; or to embarrass the belief of
miracles, by making it doubtful by what power, whether of God or the
Devil, any thing called a miracle was performed. It requires, however,
a great deal of faith in the devil to believe this miracle.
In every point of view in which those things called miracles can be
placed and considered, the reality of them is improbable, and their exist-
ence unnecessary. They would not, as before observed, answer any useful
purpose, even if they were true; for it is more difficult to obtain belief to
a miracle, than to a principle evidently moral, without any miracle. Moral
principle speaks universally for itself. Miracle could be but a thing of
the moment, and seen but by a few; after this it requires a transfer of
faith from God to man to believe a miracle upon man's report. Instead,